Report of Boothbay Harbor Rotary Meeting January 5th, 2012
By: Vic Taylor
Following a tame cocktail hour followed by an excellent meal, President Jim called the meeting to order. Guests were Ann Hedgcock, the lovely and talented wife of member Seth Hedgcock and Pam Thiboutot, a social worker at Saint Andrews, who was the guest of Chip Griffin. President Jim was excited to announce that our Moose (every club has one this year) was back from a trip to France. He looked a bit haggard but none the worse for wear. Announcements indicate that February and March will be busy months for club members. Jim Botti announced that the Soup Bowl Supper is scheduled for March 29th. An assignment list will be forthcoming. Chip announced that the Lifetime Service Award committee met Wednesday night. They would like as many potential candidates as possible and are asking for names from the community. Chip also let all members know that Ken Honey is now at Saint Andrews. All members are encouraged to stop by for a visit. Our annual Valentines dinner will be held on February 9th at the Gallery. Laura Francis is the chair. The deadline for signing up is February 2nd. Annette Stormont announced that the Winter Dance scheduled for January 28th is fast approaching. Dancers can look forward to an exciting silent auction with such items as $50 gift certificates from Oak street Provisions and from Conley’s as well as a two night stay at the Harbor House B & B. New member Brian McGrath won the 50/50 raffle and the business portion ended with Sergeant At Arms Cy Seifert fining all members who missed last week’s snowstorm meeting $1.
We then launched into our program.  Member Bob Goodrich introduced our speaker Garrett Martin who lives in Newcastle and works for the Maine Center for Economic Policy or MECEP. Garrett’s presentation was full of information focused on the benefits of buying goods and services locally. Garrett pointed out that since December 2007 when the recession began many jobs have been lost both in Maine and nationally. Based on December 2011 job figures it will be 2019 before the nation gets back to where we were before the recession in terms of employment.  He also highlighted that where Maine is concerned, we’ve actually lost 4,500 jobs in 2011.  MECEP’s research shows that if each of us changes our behavior we can accelerate Maine’s recovery. Looking at businesses in Cumberland County, MECEP found that, on average, every $100 spent at a locally owned business generates an additional $58 in economic activity. If this money is spent at a national chain, the number drops to $33. Based on this information, a 10% shift in consumer spending in Cumberland County to locally owned businesses would generate an additional $127 million in economic activity and result in an additional 874 jobs.  Garrett indicated that all it takes is changing your “mental map” for where you shop.  He acknowledged that this work even caused him to change his shopping habits this past Christmas. He was in the market for a set of headphones and might normally have bought them from a national chain. Instead he made a conscious decision to buy them from a locally owned electronics store, received great service, and kept more money in Lincoln County. He also indicated that these results raise questions about the potential impact of business subsidies that favor larger companies over small businesses with regards to Maine’s economic development.  Please visit www.mecep.org  for a much more thorough description of this research.
To learn more about Rotary, our Club, and all the good stuff we do visit our website:  www.boothbayharborrotary.org, or "like" us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bbhrotaryclub.  Prospective members, visiting Rotarians and guests are always welcome to join us at our weekly meetings, held Thursday nights at our one-of-a-kind Clubhouse at 29 Oak Street in downtown Boothbay Harbor. Conviviality commences around 6:00 p.m., dinner is served promptly at 6:30, and we then have a short business meeting followed by a special speaker.  The evening ends at 8:00 p.m.
