2008 In Review

There's an old saying that if you want to get something done, ask a busy person to do it. Certainly, Boothbay Harbor Rotarians are heavily involved in community service in their business and personal lives, and then there's all we do as Rotarians.
 Our members are active at the Memorial Library, the Scholarship Fund, the Opera House, the Food Pantry, St. Andrews Hospital, Rebuilding Together and much, much more.  How much more, I hear you ask?
 Our commitment toward the library and to help young people at the area elementary schools read and enjoy reading continues. We give books to the Memorial Library; we help provide books for our young students to select and take home for their very own.
 We sponsored several young business people who traveled with Rotary's Group Study Exchange to the Philippines for a month of home stays, professional visits, and cultural exchanges. This complimented our long-term scholarships for Boothbay Region High School students who have opportunities to travel and study abroad.
 Our biggest fundraiser continues to be the Charity Auction and Flea Market in August. It is augmented by our sales of citrus fruit and Vidalia onions, by the Soup Bowl Supper and Golf Tourney, and this year, by a Holiday Ball. And we got together - just for fun - for a Changeover at the Botanical Gardens, for a Lobster Bake at the Isle of Springs, and for a Valentine's Day bash at the Gallery.
 This year, once again, our biggest checks were written to the Scholarship Fund, the home heating oil fund, and the Food Pantry.  But we give more than checks; we give of ourselves, as well: 

We continue to expand our program to provide seasonal workers with transportation. This year we collected, refurbished and lent out 65 bikes to summer workers, providing them with a means to get around town and to the supermarket.
 We sponsored a Rotarian work party on Rebuilding Together day which helped a neighbor refurbish her house. And in the fall we came together again to help winterize seniors' homes.
 We slung hamburgers for the Boosters Club on Seniors Night, and hosted the Girls' Mid-Coast Basketball Tourney in March.
 We hosted the Senior Class during Graduation Week. We thanked our veterans for their service on Veterans Day, and our first responders at Hometown Heroes night.
 We roasted and toasted our own Ken Honey for his community service and 47 years of perfect attendance in our club. And we thanked the widows of former Rotarians for everything their husbands have done for us and the community.
 Our Cub Scout pack continues to grow, and we are pleased that 10 youth groups are now using the Scout Hall.
 We have re-started the Interact club, Rotary's affiliate high school service organization, and are so proud of our young people, who have raised money to fight child abuse. 
We do all this, and we have fun too! Our (practically) one-of-a-kind Rotary Clubhouse gives us a unique opportunity for fellowship and frivolity.
