
Sometimes we think that if the Pilgrims hadn’t invented Thanksgiving, we would have done so ourselves!  After all, it’s critical to set aside time just to reflect on how thankful we are.
We are thankful we live in a community that cares so deeply about its kids. We know that their future starts with a good education and good reading skills, and that’s why we provide each 2nd grader in the Region with his or her very own dictionary, and we also recognize their teachers with instructional guides. We proudly support their older siblings with donations to the Student Aid Fund and our annual Rotary Scholarship, and by lending a hand to the Boosters Club and the Midcoast Basketball Tourney. 
We are thankful that our community has so many wonderful non-profit organizations.  We support the Y and Camp Knickerbocker, the Opera House, the Botanical Gardens, and the many other organizations that, together, make this Region a special place to call home.  We thank our speakers each week by giving a book in their name to the Memorial Library, and we support the Library financially as well.
We are also thankful for the first responders in this community who help keep us safe, and we are pleased to fete them every year at our annual Hometown Heroes event and with financial support throughout the year.
We are thankful that people in our community look out for one another.  We know that sometimes our neighbors need a little extra help, and that’s why we support the Food Pantry and Home Heating Oil Fund, and lend our support to Rebuilding Together. We don’t forget the international workers who come to work in our restaurants and motels in the summer, and we provide them with bicycles to help them get around the peninsula.
We are thankful that Rotarians before us had the foresight to build our one-of-a-kind Rotary Clubhouse, because it gives us the ability to provide service that most Rotary Clubs can only dream of. So we celebrate our graduating BRHS students by inviting the entire class to dinner each May, and we thank our veterans with a special recognition night in November and a local senior citizen with our annual Lifetime Service Award each April. In between these times, we host Scout activities at the Clubhouse as well as the Scout Hall. 
As thankful as we are that we live in the Boothbay Region, we recognize our commitment to our neighbors who do not have the advantages we do, and those whose lives have been pulled apart by natural disaster. This year alone, members of our club volunteered in Guatemala, Uganda and our own Gulf Coast, and we will continue to reach out to our neighbors across the world both financially and, whenever possible, with our own sweat and energy.
We are thankful that, through larger Rotary connections, we can support Rotaplast, the program that makes it possible for children in developing nations to receive life-changing surgery for cleft lip/cleft palette conditions. We think of Friends Forever, a “life-raft” program that brings together young adults from Protestant and Catholic communities in Northern Ireland and gives them a chance to discover how truly similar they are.  We are also grateful for the interactions we’ve had through Rotary’s Group Study Exchange program, which gives young professionals a chance to go on an extended business and cultural exchange to another country each year.  Perhaps most important is Rotary’s Polio Plus program, supported by Rotarians worldwide, all working to make that dread disease a part of the past. We are thankful for all these programs, because they share something very important in common: They all are working examples of the Rotary belief that the way to make the world a better place is to change one life at a time.
Most of all, we are thankful for our families and neighbors, because that’s what it’s all about.

